By BILL SHAW

BOYS AND GIRLS GLUB
OF BRAZORIA COUNTY

“In every commumnity, boys and girls are left 1o find their own recreation and
companionship in the sereets. An increasing number of children are at home with no adult
care or supervision. Young people need to know that someone cares about them.”

Boys and Girls Club of Brazoria County Web site www.bgebe.com.
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

In the midst of the chacs snd confusien and a
malrirude of lifeshrescening challenges of childheod and
ndokscence, many youngsers neid & seree of sscurity ared
belonging theis environments don't pravide

Thes Barys and ks Chab of Bessaris Courty crpanised
ro et those oeeds in 1972 pnd has grown into & ol
siry huven [ kids ta be kids. Spectfically che misicon. of the
Bays and Gl Club of Braaeeis County i *T> insmire
gnd enshle all yourg people to realiee their fall potential
g productive, nesponsible and carlreg citizens,” Thi Club

Top Laf: Joshus Lo, Bomework tior, ke
Abees Rabecca RS, ischrelogy difettor ol the Boys £ Giie
Aravala, 7, wilh hes con puisr wore.

seeks to provide *s positive place for lide”

Recognizing the importance of the presenes of the
Clib i the commundey, che United Way of Brazaria
Caunty has sapparted the organtestaon for 31 af the 33
yenrs of irs exisbenon.

Fay Beard, secuslve direchar, supervises the operatian
af the Chab in Braseeta County, which & overseen by the
pational crgondeation thar celebraved (os B8 anivesary
i the convention in San Dimgn in Apel. The Brazocda
Cisanzy group inckades eight school-based sites and & stand-
alisne oty in Fresper. Stc of the school-based sifes are
Bernsed day care cepners with scaled Bees hased an ifcoome.

The Boys and Girls Clabs s used pouth developreent
mrategics thar unite &ll of our programs to buikd sduh
resperpsibiiliny and @ sense of belomging im a plage that the
musirsbers kenome theey ficend a sense of commanity in which
they know they can o well,” mid Beard, wha has sy

pa Brimnd Muraira, with ter math tmewoib.
facility in Freopar, holpa Algjaedra

a4 everuiive dineeinr for teo yeare. s amazing what these
kids can do when given the dhance.”

*Our focus (st on voung people from disadvansaped
ciscumstances,” the noclonal office smphocizes. “Hoyy snd
Girle Clishs serve all schoal-age youzh, especially from
dissdvantaged clecumstonces who have the fewer
resaurces bat face the greatest abstucls. Young propis
fram difficulr seomomic, sodal and GEmily stestions e
i Tirse '|:H.'LI:|T|‘IT. IF we do not sesve ﬂ'l.l!l'l:ln, 'HIJI." '\-Il"illl"

Thee Clubw o peograms include character ard badership
developmen:, educaticn
andl caresr developmseait,
health and kife skilks, the
nris and sports, fitness and
reereatian,

Chays Sidney, unit
direcrar of the Boys &nd
Girks Clab, works with
D.“h-lll.:ll. ]":I.'IEIE 'F'I'D-lra s,
which includs
Conpecrions, o bcensed
childeare program open
from the time school is
dismissed ool ®00 pom,
The Boys and Girs Club
super¥ises six sites: &t
Bancha Isabelia
Elementary in Angleton;
ar A, P. Peurdl Elementary,
Bess Brannen Elemensary,
Flizsbeth Moy Elementary
snd €, 8. Baberes in Lake
Jacksmn; and at Ciladya
Polk Elementary in
Richwoad,
The Connecton sites
ide sutdoor recreation
and deity homework help,
a5 well m ape-appropriate
grrivities  in building
maserink, desorm, boand games, coentive o ard readng,

"The Connecticns program gives many of the
children the oppormandry to feel secure and feel as iF they
inareer becouse of the comsistency of the srald involved,®
smid Sidney.

“Zme youngstess’ behawior bus impeoved becase of
the sralf's developing dissigline one-on-ane. The paremts
appreciare the convenlence o8 well as the potivities and
programs we offer. Conpectiocs ls parsicubaely helpfull for
anly children because they get to mingle and srcialize.”

Sidney nlso superviess tradicional Baoys and Clicls
Clubs ot T. W. Oupg Elemenary and Madge Cirilfith
Elementney in Lake Jackson, but these sites do not i
licenesd child care.

The muost active Poys end Girls Clab afrernoon site
i the standsalone Tacilicy in Frecpoes housed in the ald
Freepore Incermediste School gym, which ghie school
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dlssrict as leased o the organigation. Fam Lambert,
hranch divector, supervises the fcility,

“The Freepart Branch provides a safe, posicive place
foe ks to hang out after schoal ard during the summer
- u place where kids sense that they belong and thar they
are cared ahout - a place where their opinions and
{rerests count - and & plece where they are exposed wa
variety of acrivities and can discover something that they
are good at,” said Lambers

Club membership i only 5500, and che faciliey
provides o wealth of activities for the membership fee,

“Chub mermbers participate in o vastety of age-appropriate
activities from large group droge-in activirie o small groups,
clubs, ard individial irstroction,” sald Lambert. "We have

fishing clinics and fishing trips, dence clubs, games room
tesiermments, spaghett] dinrems for the familes and metmnbers,
arts anyd crafs daily, beart pareming games daity, baskerball, indoor
hackey, comprater activities with high speed DSL, homework help,
ershurad enrichment activities, ond special evems like the End of
School Blirz with a reck climbing wall, dunking beoth,
raocwalle, archery alley and fish prints”

The Frespoet faciliny also stnges a *Summer Fun® camg.
*We will lve a vasiery of clinkcs and weekdy wcrivities to. meel
the Interests of all children,* sald Lombert. “Fress and
phatography chubs, Weird Science, cooking classss, the Ultimare
Joarney, Sisrs hoves (3 program in goal sening, dacipling #nd
wlfsufficiency) , the Reading Clily, srd serobic classes will ahesi
e aifersd weekly. We shall also offer sammer peagrams in deama,
ki hop dance, cheerleading, martial arts, music, C51 (i
Srene ||-|l.-¢r.r.i|n|:inn.fl, drawing. sculpiing,
witercoler and asts and crafis. trips

or moving np..." |

Home Mortgnge
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New Constroction Finaneing
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] TEXAS GULF BANK...

will inclhade swimming a1 the Fresport pocl
and Wacky Water Day for those membes
thar do not know how to swim. The
Reading Club will go to the public Hbeary
gach week for special programs and ao
oppertunity to check our books and earn
rewarde. Fahing, bowling, and skaring erips
will be alternared weskly.

Zpecial programming for teens will
consisr of weekly thres-on-rhree beskethall
tournaments and teips to the recreation
genter to play racquethal] and wallyball ans
wwimn, Teens will hove thele com. fne i
classes and welght lifring classes and

Lambert aly supervises a smaller group
af voungsters in the Keysone Clubs af the
Freepart site and ar Brazoswood High Schoal.

"We go on birding excursions and
participati in fine arts exhibies,” smid Lambert,
"The members partcipate in commurnloy
service projeces such as heach cean-upes and
Uhnized Way Meighbor Day.”

hiany of the Kevstone Chab members are
actively ipvalved In Teen Court. Lambert’s
job is Full and somerimes Erustraving ks

rewanding.
“Befoce [ 1ok my current position,
hedped out in the ark room ore day here st

the club to ease the smffing load,” sai

Lambert. " had & room full of sager kids
and one 'sxera spirited’ child. This child
pushied the limits with her behavior, but
was simply looking for attention and
acceptance froin me, the adult in the reom.
When she was leaving for the day, she
wrapped her arms sround me and Asked
me to came beck. Tears Gl my eyes sach
time | share this story, Ar the end of the
day, sl the frustrations are worth it when
yowi kenow you are making a diference
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the lives of children one day &t o tme.®

The organization also motivates, (neplres and
devebops it menbers.

Fach Noblim peraonifies the best in the Boys and
Girls Chib, He received the 2005 Youth of the Year
Avward ot che annual Steak and Burper Banguet on
Feb. 3. Mabhlit i= & senior at Brazeswond High School
and #ctively involved in debare, varsicy tenmnis, the
Scholasric Bowl, University [nrerschelastic League
competition and the Motional Honor Sociery. He has
n grade podne average of 4.0,

Mokblit coneribuced ower 1200 hours ta the
Eeystone Club's Teen Coust program, He i president
of the Brazosport Community Tecn Court and worked
with the coirt coordinator o establish & teen court at
Beproswood High School.

*I've been a member of the Club for five years. 1
got inwelved in the Club through Joining Teen Court.
In addition 1 Teen Cours, [ participate in the Keypstons
Club, which i o community-service oclented club. 1
:||1.|| -;:-'ru;-l1|i;|.rr| Hn event af rh: Club calbed 'Lat's _Iul'l:
Flay Day® o increase awareness of physical fimess, @
national Xeystons projecr.”

Hoblitt sees distinc: advantages of participation
in the Boye and Girls Clab,

“For me personally, the Chib has allowed me to
dowelop my genuine personality,” said Mablicr. T was
always friendly, bur shy, Now [ have a more outgoing
persanality, which I'm more comfortable with. It has
also been a source of suppart and adwice when | [ase
challenges,*

Brysen Byrd, 16, another active Brazoswond High
School member of the Keyetones Club and Teen Court,
appreciares what the Boye and Girls Club hes done
for him as well.

*The Bovs and Girls club has shown me what it
takes 02 be a positive leader in onir commundey,” sadd
Byrd. "It has also shown me how my Life could be if 1
wasn't nble to moke positive decisions through teen
court. It has rmoght me o much 2bour mysell as well
as, how much [ need m be thankful for in my Hfe, Teen
':r.!ur'h gz well as the E-u-.r: and Girls Club |_1_-|_|I-,| ha=
raught me how 10 be & leader.”

The Boys and Chirls ©lub of Brazoria County
groups and facilities are o safe haven for youngsters to
learn and grow and to have fun, *The Positive Place
for Kids." Last vear, sccording to the Web sive, the
organization provided 8 “nurturing environment for
more than 2,500 children® and a ®safe kaven® and a
“tun alternative to the destructivensss of gangs and
the opportunity to be a valuable ssset o the
communiny.®

For addirional informacion on the Boys and Gicls
Club of Brazaria County, its mission, programs,
facilities and opportunities, see www. bgche com or call
ST-3T3-0668, &
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Pam Lambest, Boys & Gls Club branoh d@wctor and supardsar
ol the Franporm fesility, posas with sasia of her “kids,” fom L
Ruban Garsin, T, Andmn Bush, T, Tilana Parry, §, Sehlay Soanley,
T. and Jacoda Boles, 8

Elizabel® Jiiss and Micosla Urhina, enjoy the daily arts
and cralla.



